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The Life and Times of George Washington

HEADING AND TITLE

A research paper does NOT need a title page.  Instead, start one inch from the top of the first page and flush with the left margin, type your name, your instructor’s name, the course number, and the date on separate lines.  The entire report is double-spaced.  See the example above.

The entire report is double-spaced.  Center the title.  Do NOT underline your title or put it in quotation marks or type it in all capital letters.  Follow the rules for capitalization and underline only the words that you would underline in the text.  

Sample Titles:

Local Television Coverage of International News Events

The Attitude Toward Violence in A Clockwork Orange

SUBSEQUENT PAGES

All subsequent pages, including the works cited page, should be numbered ½ inch down from the top of the paper and should say the student’s last name and the page number.  Use a header which is automatically set at ½ inch to format your numbering.  Maintain 1 inch top, bottom, left, and right margins on all pages.

Example:
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The Works Cited page is double-spaced.  If the citation is more than one line, each subsequent line is indented ½ inch.
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Adventures in Music and Geography


In studying the influence of Latin American, African, and Asian music on modern American composers, music historians tend to discuss such figures as Aaron Copland, George Gershwin, Henry Cowell, Alan Hovhaness, and John Cage (Brindle; Griffiths 104-39; Hitchcock 172-98).  They usually overlook Duke Ellington, whom Gunther Schuller rightly calls “one of America’s great composers” (318), probably because they are familiar only with Ellington’s popular pieces, like “Sophisticated Lady,” “Mood Indigo,” and “Solitude.”  Still little known are the many ambitious orchestral suites Ellington composed, several of which, such as Black, Brown, and Beige (originally entitled The African Suite), The Liberian Suite, The Far East Suite, The Latin American Suite, and Afro-Eurasian Eclipse, explore his impressions of the people, places, and music of other countries.

The continually enquiring mind of Ellington [. . .] has sought to extend steadily the imaginative boundaries of the musical form on which it subsists.  [. . .]  Ellington since the mid-1930s has been engaged upon extending both the imagery and the formal construction of written jazz.  (122.23)

Not all music critics, however, have ignored Ellington’s excursions into longer musical forms.  In the l950s, for example, while Ellington was still alive, Raymond Horricks compared him with Ravel, Delius, and Debussy.

Ellington’s earliest attempts to move beyond the four-minute limit imposed by the critics of the day was difficult at best.  Ellington struggled to compose a piece that was longer than

DOCUMENTING SOURCES/PARENTHETICAL REFERENCES

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS
Place the parenthetical reference at the end of the sentence but before the final period.  Note that there is no punctuation mark between the author’s name and the page citation, nor is there any abbreviation before the page number

· Cite the author’s last name and the page number(s) of the source in parentheses

EXAMPLE:  One historian argues that the telephone (and certainly the advertising that lauded its innovations) created “a new habit of mind—a habit of tenseness and alertness, of demand and expecting immediate results” (Pennycook 117-18).

· Use the author’s last name in your sentence and place only the page number(s) of the source in parentheses

EXAMPLE:  Pennycook points out that the telephone (and certainly the advertising that lauded its innovations) created “a new habit of mind—a habit of tenseness and alertness, of demanding and expecting immediate results”  (117-18).

· Give the author’s last name in your sentence when you are citing the entire work rather than a specific section or passage and omit any parenthetical references
EXAMPLE:  Pennycook argues that the history of the telephone is characterized by innovations that have changed public attitudes toward technology.

· If necessary, place the reference at the end of a clause (where a pause would naturally occur) but before the necessary comma
EXAMPLE:  Although Pennycook suggests that in the 50’s nothing much was expected of the good people (126), the placid decade soon produced unexpected turmoil.

· When the reference documents a long quotation set off from the text, place it at the end of the passage but after the final period
EXAMPLE:  Andrew Pennycook’s memory of the 50’s serves as an apt summary of the curiously familiar attitudes of the placid decade:

Right after the war, the therapy for all our moral discomforts was the daily recital of the sins of communism and the Soviet Union, and the subsequent healthy enjoyment of our own virtues, or at least our absent sins.  Nothing much was asked beyond reminding ourselves how good we were as a people and a system and that we did not need to suffer the infection of despairing self-criticism.  (126)

SPECIFIC FORMS
· Citing one work by an author of two or more works
EXAMPLE:  Once society reaches a certain stage of industrial growth, it will shift its energies to the production of services (Toffler, Future 221).


Toffler argues in The Third Wave that society has gone through two eras (agricultural and industrial) and is now entering another—the information age (26).

Note:  On Works Cited page, use three dashes for repeated author’s name
Toffler, Alvin, Future Shock.  New York:  Random, 1970.

---, The Third Wave.  New York:  Morrow, 1980.

· Citing a work by two or several authors

EXAMPLE:  Crerar and King interpret the Declaration of Independence as Thomas Jefferson’s attempt to list America’s grievances against England (58).

EXAMPLE:  Other historians view the Declaration of Independence as Jefferson’s attempt to formulate the principles of America’s political philosophy (Murray et al. 124).

· Citing a multivolume work
EXAMPLE:  Charles Dickens’ initial reluctance to travel to America to lecture new audiences produced considerable consternation to his publishers (Johnson 2:  547).

· Citing a work by title – anonymous author
EXAMPLE:  The recent exhibit of nineteenth-century patent models at the 
Cooper-Hewitt Museum featured plans for such inventions as the Rotating Blast-Producing Chair, an Improved, Creeping Doll, and the Life Preserving Coffin:  In Doubtful Cases of Actual Death (“Eleventh Hour” 37).
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TYPES OF REFERENCES

Alphabetize:  all items are alphabetized by either last name or whatever begins the first line of each entry

Books/Pamphlets
One Author


Christopher, Matt.  Face-off.  Boston:  Little Brown, 1972.  82-88.

Two Authors


Deedle, Frederick, and Patricia C. McKissack.  Black Diamond.    






  New York:  Scholastic, 1994.

Three or More Authors

Gilman, Sander, et al.  Hysteria Beyond Freud.  Berkeley:  U. of 






California P., 1993.

With Editor


Gorn, Pamela.  Read-Aloud Classics.  Ed. John Doe.  New York: 






Black Dog, 1995.

Corporate/Pamphlet

American Medical Association.  The American Medical

Association Encyclopedia of Medicine:  Ed. Charles B. 

Clayman.  New York:  Random, 1989.

Encyclopedia/Dictionary

With Author


Helson, Thomas.  “Brown Beat.”  Britannica.  2nd ed. 1989.

Without Author

“New York City.”  Britannica.  14th ed. 1989.





“New York.”  The Encylopedia Americana.  1993 ed.





“Nimrod.”  Who’s Who in America.  48th ed. 1994.





“Noon.”  The Oxford English Dictionary.  2nd ed. 1989.

Magazine

With Author    

Novak, Robert.  “China’s Welfare.”  Reader’s Digest 18 Dec.1996:  






109-111.

Without Author

“Now Look at Taxes.”  Newsweek 15 Mar. 1996:  60-62+.

Daily Newspaper

With Author


Peterson, Amanda.  “York’s Hidden Treasure-Nixon Park.”  York 

Dispatch 18 Feb. 1996, late ed.: D5.

Gopnick, Blake.  “Art and Design Bringing Fresh Ideas to the 

Table.”  Washington Post 21 Apr. 2002: G1.

Without Author

“Reelection of York’s Mayor.”  York Daily Record 8 Oct.

1996, late ed., sec.2: 39+.

An Interview

Wilde, Oscar.  Telephone interview.  30 Mar. 1996.

Films/Video

It’s a Wonderful Life.  Dir. Frank Capra.  Perf. James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel Barrymore, 

and Thomas Mitchell. 1946.  DVD. Republic, 2001.

Electronic Publication

1. Title of the site (underlined)

2. Name of the editor of the site (if given)

3. Electronic publication information, including version number (if relevant and if not part of the title), date of electronic publication or of the latest update, and name of any sponsoring institution or organization

4. Date of access and URL

“Fresco Painting.”  Encyclopaedia Britannica Online.  2002.  Encyclopedia Britannica. 8 May 

2002  <http://search.eb.com/>.

“Selected Seventeenth-Century Events.”  Romantic Chronology.  Ed. Laura Mandell and Alan

Liu. 1999. U of California, Santa Barbara. 22 June 2002 

<http://english.ucsb.edu:591/rchrono/>.


Work from a library subscription service  (Ebsco/Sirs/Etc.)


“Cooling Trend in Antarctica.”  Futurist May-June 2002: 15. Academic Search Premier.  

EBSCO. City U of New York, Graduate Center Lib. 22 May 2002 

<http://www.epnet.com/>.


Koretz, Gene.  “Economic Trends:  Uh-Oh, Warm Water.”  Business Week 21 July 1997:  22.  

Electric Lib. Sam Barlow High School Lib., Gresham, OR. 17 Oct. 1997 

<http://www.elibrary.com/>.

E-mail Communication

Harner, James L. E-mail to the author. 20 Aug. 2002.

Footnotes:
If no page number is available, substitute



N.pag.




If no date is available, substitute




n.d.




If no place is available, substitute




N.p.




If no publisher is available, substitute




n.p.




May, June, July-Spell out.  Abbreviate all others.




Site for MLA on the Internet is:  http://www.mla.org/main_stl.htm




If two or more works by the same author, substitute


____


A Few Words About Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a form of cheating in which a writer presents someone else’s ideas or words as his or her own.  It is necessary for researchers to give credit and acknowledge the sources of their information.  While writing research papers, students are required to consult many different resources.  It is necessary while writing a research paper to quote, paraphrase, and summarize the words of experts, but the sources of the information must be cited.  According to Joseph Gibaldi in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, Sixth Edition, “Plagiarism involves two kinds of wrongs.  Using another person’s ideas, information, or expressions without acknowledging that person’s work constitutes intellectual theft.  Passing off another person’s ideas, information, or expressions as your own to get a better grade or gain some other advantage constitutes fraud” (66).  Students should consult a teacher if they have any questions about how to cite sources of information.  Although not all plagiarism is intentional, it is still considered cheating and will be treated as such.

Plagiarism is a serious offense in any academic environment.  As stated in West York Area High School Handbook, “cheating is an act of academic dishonesty, which shows disrespect for self and others and shows a lack of responsibility to apply oneself to completing satisfactorily the course of study prescribed.  Evidence of cheating through admission or fact will result in disciplinary action, a grade of zero on that activity and may lead to a failing grade” (12).  
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Double-space entire report and works cited page.








