CLC Task Sheet for Unit 3: Chemical Reactions
Experiment: Poppin’ Rockets
(8 Points)
Purpose: To make a ‘rocket’ and understand how the chemical reaction causes it.
Instructions: Follow the procedure for this experiment given on the ChemCD
Lab Questions: questions #1-3 can be completed before the experiment; the rest are to be completed after performing the experiment
1. What brand of film canister did you use?


_________________________

2. Approximately how high did your canister launch?

_________________________

3. Write a balanced, formula equation for the reaction between vinegar (acetic acid) and baking soda (sodium bicarbonate) – be sure to include states!

4. What gas is produced by the vinegar/baking soda reaction?

_______________________
5. Why is it important to pack the baking soda tightly in the lid?
6. What causes the film canister to shoot up in the air?
7. Why does it take a few seconds for the canister to launch, rather than launching as soon as the chemicals are mixed?
8. Why is it important to have a lid that fits very tightly on the canister?

9. If you did the optional mentos fuel, did it work?  How did the launch compare with that of the vinegar/baking soda?

