CLC Task Sheet for Unit 3: Chemical Reactions
Experiment: Home-made Fire Extinguishers
(8 Points)
Purpose: To determine how a fire extinguisher works
Instructions: Follow the procedure for this experiment given on the ChemCD
Lab Questions: questions #1-3 can be completed before the experiment; the rest are to be completed after performing the experiment
1. What type of reaction is occurring at the tip of the candle after you “light” it with a match? 
2. Write a balanced, formula equation for the reaction between vinegar (acetic acid) and baking soda (sodium bicarbonate) – be sure to include states!

3. What gas is produced by the vinegar/baking soda reaction?

_______________________
4. If you completed the experiment successfully and were able to put the flame out, what caused the flame to go out?

5. Do you think the gas produced by the vinegar/baking soda reaction is more dense or less dense than air? Explain how you know.

6. If a person is on fire, why does wrapping them up in a fire blanket out the fire out?

7. Why is running around a bad thing to do if you are on fire?

